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Design Your Own Monument

Get creative and build a
monument to something

important to you!

What You Need!

e Sketch Paper and constructions paper
e pencil
e Markers, crayons, or colored pencils

e Materials for building, like cardboard,
straws, and pipe cleaners (check your
recycling bin for supplies!)

e Scissors

» Glue, tape, paper clips and anything else that
will hold your monument together

Get Inspired!

Washington, DC is home to more than 20
memorials and monuments.

The Washington Monument, in D.C., was
built in honor of George Washington! It
was designed by an architect named
Robert Mills. When it was completed in
1884, the monument stood 555’ 5 1/8”
tall. It is made of granite (inside) and
white marble (outside).

A monument is something built to honor or
remember a person or event.

Use your imagination and
creativity to design and build a
model of your monument!

From one monument to another: singer Marian Anderson performs for the
huge crowd at the March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom, August 28,
1963. The gathering stretched from the steps of the Lincoln Memorial to
the Washington Monument and beyond.

1. Think about who or what you would
like to honor with a monument. It could
honor someone famous or someone from
your own family. It could commemorate a
major world event or simply a day that’s
important to you.

2. Think about what you want it to look
like. What shape will it be? Will it be tall
or short? Will it have columns or statues?
Use your pencil and some sketch paper to
draw out a few possible designs.

3. Pick your favorite!
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4. Using construction paper, cardboard,
and whatever else you found (maybe
some paper towel tubes and
newspaper?), build your monument!

Consider using markers, crayons, or
colored pencils to decorate your materials
before you build! It will be easier that way.

Use a strong piece of cardboard or
construction paper as the base of your
monument. You don’t want it to move

while you’re working!

From one monument to another: a view of the Lincoln Memorial on August 28, 1963,
at the March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom. It was here that Martin Luther

King, Jr. gave his famous “| Have a Dream” speech.

Courtesy of The Lemelson Center for the

Study of Invention and Innovation
For more fun with inventions and experiments,
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visit: http://invention.smithsonian.org/

What kind of monument did you create?
Is it a monument to something happy or

to something sad?

Many monuments and memorials are
associated with different kinds of ideas,

people, and movements.

What kind of people might gather at

your monument, and why?

The Lincoln Memorial was built in
1922 to heal national divisions caused
by the Civil War. Yet for many,
Lincoln’s promise of freedom
remained incomplete. Over the next
half century, the looming figure of
Abraham Lincoln witnessed a number
of events and demonstrations that
reinforced the memorial’s importance
as a symbolic space for civil rights
movements.
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